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house trailers from the retailer's premises or for operating in violation 
of time of travel restrictions. 

(3) A fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for any other violation of the 
permit conditions or requirements imposed by applicable regulations. 

The Department of Transportation may refuse to issue additional permits or suspend 
existing permits if there are repeated violations of subdivision (1) or (2) of this 
subsection. In addition to the penalties provided by this subsection, a civil penalty in 
accordance with G.S. 20-118(e)(1) and (3) may be assessed if a vehicle is operating 
without the issuance of a required permit, operating off permitted route of travel, 
operating without the proper number of certified escorts as determined by the actual 
loaded weight of the vehicle combination, fails to comply with travel restrictions of the 
permit, or operating with improper license. Fees assessed for permit violations under 
this subsection shall not exceed a maximum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000). 

(e) It is the intent of the General Assembly that the permit fees provided in 
G.S. 20-119 shall be adjusted periodically to assure that the revenue generated by the 
fees is equal to the cost to the Department of administering the Oversize/Overweight 
Permit Unit Program within the Division of Highways. At least every two years, the 
Department shall review and compare the revenue generated by the permit fees and the 
cost of administering the program, and shall report to the Joint Legislative 
Transportation Oversight Committee created in G.S.120-70.50 its recommendations for 
adjustments to the permit fees to bring the revenues and the costs into alignment. 

(f) The Department of Transportation shall issue rules to establish an escort 
driver training and certification program for escort vehicles accompanying 
oversize/overweight loads. Any driver operating a vehicle escorting an 
oversize/overweight load shall meet any training requirements and obtain certification 
under the rules issued pursuant to this subsection. These rules may provide for 
reciprocity with other states having similar escort certification programs. Certification 
credentials for the driver of an escort vehicle shall be carried in the vehicle and be 
readily available for inspection by law enforcement personnel. The escort and training 
certification requirements of this subsection shall not apply to the transportation of 
agricultural machinery until October 1, 2004. The Department of Transportation shall 
develop and implement an in-house training program for agricultural machinery escorts 
by September 1, 2004. 

(g) The Department of Transportation shall issue annual overwidth permits for 
vehicles carrying agricultural equipment or machinery from the dealer to the farm or 
from the farm to the dealer that do not exceed 14 feet in width. These permits shall be 
valid for unlimited movement without escorts on all State highways where the 
overwidth vehicles do not exceed posted bridge and load limits. 

(h) No law enforcement officer shall issue a citation to a person for a violation of 
this section if the officer is able to determine by electronic means that the person has a 
permit valid at the time of the violation but does not have the permit in his or her 
possession. Any person issued a citation pursuant to this section who does not have the 
permit in his or her possession at the time of the issuance of the citation shall not be 
responsible for a violation, and the Department of Crime Control and Public Safety may 
not impose any fines under this section if the person submits evidence to the 
Department of the existence of a permit valid at the time of the violation within 30 days 
of the date of the violation." 

SECTION 3.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 


